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On March 23rd Elks Lodge #80 honored 44 eighth graders from schools in Lincoln 
and the surrounding area in two ceremonies recognizing the Teen of the Year. 

The youth, one boy and one girl from each school, were nominated by their 
teachers in areas of character, civic involvement, academics, volunteerism or 
athletics. Each school had a representative come before the assembled group 
and give a short presentation about the reason each teen was being recognized, 
and the young people were then presented with a certificate of recognition and a 
small gift from the Lodge. Lodge members were on hand to assist and each stu-
dent brought with them family and friends, resulting in a packed house each time! 

The Lodge hosts this award ceremony every spring as a way to honor young 
people who show great promise for future achievement. Schools that participated 
this year were: St. Theresa’s Catholic, Moore Middle, Scott Middle, Raymond 
Central, Mickle Middle, Park Middle, North American Martyrs, 
Schoo Middle, St. Michael’s, Lefler Middle, Parkview Chris-
tian, St. Joseph’s, Waverly, St. Patrick’s, Pound Middle, 
Blessed Sacrament, St. John’s, Malcolm, Lux Middle, Irving 
Middle, and Lincoln Christian.  
 
Thank you to Mary Ryan, Tiler, for Chairing this Committee. 

Mark your Calendar for Saturday, May 4th, 2024!  Elks Lodge #80 will be recognizing our local First Responders and 
all of the good they have done for our community. We will be serving Porkchops, Au Gratin Potatoes, Veggies, etc., and 

a sweet dessert. 
 

Cost will be $12.00 per person. This is a well attended dinner so make sure you get your reservations in early, it will fill 
up fast! 

 

Come and share a great dinner and thank those being recognized for their service.  
 

  Saturday May 4 , 2024            Social hour 5:30, Dinner 6:30  
 

      Dinner sponsored by the Gustin and Norris families in memory of Ray Norris 

What is a Member? 

A member is the most important person in any          
organization. 

A member is not dependent on us - we are dependent 
on them. 

A member does us a favor when they participate - we 
are not doing them a favor by inviting them to meetings. 

A member is part of our organization - not an outsider. 

A member is not just a name on a mailing list - they’re 
someone we want to get to know personally. 

A member is not someone who comes to meetings  
solely to argue or match wits - unless they wish to do so 

constructively. 

A member is a person who brings to us their ideas - it is 
our job to utilize these ideas. 

A member is deserving of the most courteous and    
attentive treatment we can give them. 

A member is the person who makes it possible for an 
organization to survive - whether they’re on the Board or 

part of the general membership. 

A member is the life blood of this and every other      
organization! 

Published in the Lodge #80 Elk-O-Gram January, 1979 

Mark your calendar for Saturday, June 15th, 2024 
for our Meatloaf Dinner. We will be honoring 
those members who have been a part of our 

Lodge for 50+ years!  
On the menu for the evening is Meatloaf, Green 

Beans, Mashed Potatoes, and dessert. 
$12 per person 

Social Hour: 5:30pm         Dinner Served: 6:30pm 
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Exalted Ruler Troy Pedersen 
Lincoln Lodge #80 2024-2025 
Welcome New Officers! 

Happy May to you all! It is time for the celebration of 
Spring, now that it’s finally here. It is also time for the an-
nual Give to Lincoln Day, which runs from May 1 thru May 
30. If you like to donate to charitable causes, May is the 
time to do it! Your donation may have the chance of being 
matched by sponsors through the Give to Lincoln Day 
foundation. The Elks #80 Charitable Fund, Inc is listed as 
a beneficiary, and so your donation would have the 
chance to be matched and give you a little more bang for 
your buck!  

May also brings a chance to celebrate our local First Re-
sponders - we have a dinner planned for May 4th to honor 
them and provide special recognition for members of LPD, 
LFR, and LSO. Come and help us celebrate our very own 
First Responders!  

Without them we as citizens would be in a world of hurt. 
Who else would you call if you needed help? Every citizen 
should honor those who are willing to dare the odds for 
the greater good. First Responder programs are among 
the first things established when building a new city, and 
Lincoln was no different. As the town has grown, so have 
the number of responders, not to mention the number of 
responsibilities they carry with them! When we were 
young most of us dreamed about being a first responder 
as they were people that we could look up to as heroes. 
As we grew older, most of us decided to do something 
else, but some didn't and wanted to serve. So as ELKS, 
we are very grateful to those that are willing to be on the 
frontline 24/7, and are going to show our support for them. 

May sees several other holidays as well - Mother’s Day on 
the 12th (go tell your Mother hi, it’ll make her day!), Armed 
Forces Day on the 18th, and Memorial Day on the 27th. 

We should all take a few moments on the 18th and 27th 
and remember our Veterans who served and gave the 
ultimate sacrifice, and our loved ones who have passed to 
realms on high.  

May is a busy month and so is your Lodge! Take a look at 
your Elk-O-Gram to stay informed with all that your Lodge 
is doing. 

So stay safe, Get involved, come to a Lodge Meeting, and 
just have FUN! 
Troy Pedersen ER Lincoln Lodge #80  

 The Elks National Foundation (ENF) is the non-
profit arm of the B.P.O. Elks. It is the support of 
members that keeps ENF well endowed to be in 
a position to fund the premier scholarship pro-
gram, the Most Valuable Student Scholarship 
competition, the ENF Legacy Scholarship pro-
gram, and the Emergency Grant Scholarship 
program, all to the tune of nearly $5M annually. 
As Elks, we can be very proud of the amount of 
funding that we provide to our youth to pursue their educational aspi-
rations. ENF also funds the Hoop Shoot free throw program; the 
Drug Awareness program; and Elks National Veterans Service Com-
mission programs.  
 
The ENF also funds the Community Investments Program (CIP), 
which is a grant program established to help local lodges fund spe-
cial projects in their communities, as well as grants to State Associa-
tions to help fund larger state projects. Last year, Lodge #80 applied 
for and received $12,000 in CIP grant money to help fund our out-
reach to veterans via our pantry and funding of the Veteran’s Adviso-
ry Group, in addition to helping City Impact, Malone Center, and We 
Can Do This to provide assistance to children of low-income families 
in our community. ENF’s CIP program helps us to be proactive in the 
Lincoln community, something of which our members can be proud.  
 
Members’ support of ENF is important – and support can mean 
whatever you want it to mean. The Fidelity Club is a method of es-
tablishing a monthly automatic donation for as little as $5. It is possi-
ble to include a donation when you pay your dues each year. One-
time donations may also be made by check to Elks Lodge #80, des-
ignating ENF in the memo line; or they may be made online under 
the Elks National Foundation tab when you log onto your elks.org 
member account. Member accounts are easy to set up with your 
membership number. 
 
All this to say that your annual donation to ENF, in whatever amount 
you elect, helps the Elks to maintain the moniker of the Best People 
On Earth by enabling us to be a shining light in our community! 
 
Our inspiring First Responders Recognition Dinner is coming up on 
May 4th (yes, as in May the Fourth be with you – and it certainly will 
be!). We will have a roomful of First Responders, and we want you to 
come and meet and greet them. Please call, email, or text your 
reservation NO LATER THAN Thursday, May 2 at 7p.m. If you con-
tact us after that time, we cannot guarantee you a seat. We hope to 
see your smiling face! 
 
As always, please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have questions or 
need assistance with all things Elk. There is voicemail on the lodge 
phone, or you may contact me as below. See you at the Lodge! 
 

Laurie Montag / secretary@elks80.org / 402.202.6673 by text or phone. 

Secretary’s Corner 

Greetings from Lincoln 
Drove #4. Fund raising con-

tinues with several members working the 
Red/White Spring game last month. As in the past 
couple of years, the DOES will be working the 

lunch stand at the area Super Saver grocery stores. For a bar-
gain price, hungry shoppers can grab a hot dog, brat, or BBQ 
sandwich, chips, and a drink. More details on when and the loca-
tion(s) will be given next month. Best to all, President Vick Logan 

Does Dispatch 
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KAROKE  FUN AT  THE  
JOLLY CORK 
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We are forming a “Lapsation Committee” in an effort to encourage those who have not paid their 
dues to get them turned in. PER Harry, Trustee Ken, Leading Knight Randy, ER Troy, and sev-

eral others have volunteered to spearhead this effort. It’s the first month of the new Fraternal year, and we have 42 delinquents! That’s a 
fifth of our membership. C’mon, people, we can do better than this! Your dues are due April 1, the start of the new Fraternal year, not 
March 31st when you are a year behind. The Lodge has to pay your portion of the dues owed National ($34) whether you’ve paid or not; 
that really hurts your Lodge in the income department. Plus you technically cannot vote; cannot enjoy the Jolly Cork Pub, or any of the 
other perks of membership in our Lodge when you are delinquent on dues. Please step up and get these paid. (Note: Please be aware 
that if dues are received after April 27, 2024, you will still receive a statement in mid-May, due to lag time in the billing process through 
Grand Lodge.) We cannot pay the light bill without your dues, it’s that simple. Please consider auto pay, it couldn’t be easier. Just sign up, 
your dues are automatically debited from your account monthly, you don’t miss it, and you never have to worry about being delinquent 
again. And it helps your Lodge run smoothly. See Laurie to do that, it just takes a few minutes. If you want to help by contacting those on 
the list, just ask one of the above, and be a part of the solution. While you’re at it, recruit a new member or two. That always helps! 

L A P SA T I O N  C O M M I T T E E . . .  

Working and playing 
together…. 
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...Our Members... Committee Reports 

Membership Drawing: The attendance 
drawing for the April 3rd meeting was for 
$13. Ward F. Hoppe was the lucky name, 
but he was not in attendance...on April  
17th, the pot was $26, and James Grey was 
not present to win…. You have to come to 
meetings to win! Next meeting is May 1st at 
7 pm! 
 

Raffle drawing for 4/3 was Bruce 
Trautwein, he donated his $13 winnings to 
repairing the flagpole, and the 4/17 raffle 
drawing was won by Chaplain Dave Shoff, 
who donated his winnings to the kitchen 
fund. 

Americanism: No Report.  
Boy Scouts: Pleased that Dave Shoff has joined the Scouting Committee. 

Drug Awareness: Harry reported on latest NSP successes in getting 
drugs off the streets and Interstate. Fentanyl is a continuing problem. 
Girl Scouts: Flag Ceremony upcoming June 6th. Watch for details. 
Hide Program: No Report. 
Hoop Shoot: PER Bratt attended National Hoop Shoot in Chicago. 
House Committee: Upcoming dinners, Bankshot proceeds discussed. 
ENF: $24.79 as of 4/17/24, giving more (total) than any Lodge in the 
State. Well done! The 2024-2025 goal has not yet been announced. 
Membership: 207 members, 42 delinquent. 
Lincoln Youth Football: No Report. 
Scholarship: No Report. 
Social Community Welfare: No Report. 
Veterans Committee: Pantry for Victory Apartments is ongoing, see 
Milt Schmidt for information, the Veteran’s Coffehaus received a dona-
tion from our Lodge - funds provided by one of our ENF grants. 

Sickness & Distress: Jeff Sneller PER, Regie 
Buckmaster, Larry Jurgens, Bruce Trautwein, Randy 
King. 

Deaths: None 

Members for Consideration: Chad Wemhoff, pro-
posed by Jody Schrage 

Members Reinstated: None 

Members Elected: Chad Wemhoff & Jeff Bohling 

Members Initiated: None 

Hidden Number:  
March’s hidden number was Jody Schrage! Look close 
in this issue, if you spot your membership number, you 
get a free meal at the next monthly dinner! 

Jolly Corks Pub is closed Sunday, 
Monday, Wednesday.  
Open hours are Tues and Thurs 3 - 7, Fri 
3 - 9, Sat 3- 7 

No food service available. 

V89:;< 136,  I??:< 2  

Exalted Ruler………... 

Leading Knight……… 

Loyal Knight…………. 

Lecturing Knight……. 

Esquire……………….. 

Inner Guard………….. 

Tiler……………………. 

Secretary…………….. 

Treasurer…………….. 

Chaplain……………... 

Trustee 1 Year………. 

Trustee 2 Year………. 

Trustee 3 Year………. 

Trustee 4 Year………. 

Trustee 5 Year………. 

Presiding Justice…… 

Organist ……………... 

Troy Pedersen 

Randy King 

Rev. Dr. William Jackson 

Bryan Leavitt 

Heather Poysa 

Maureen Sadler 

Mary Ryan 

Laurie Montag PER 

Jody Schrage 

Dave Shoff 

Milt Schmidt 

Jen Giese 

Harry Montag, PER 

Scott Schrage 

Ken Cohn 13340 

Amy Jacobsen, PER 

Wauneta Peterson 

2024-2025 Elks’ Lodge #80 Officers 

For WE CAN DO THIS at the F Street 
Community Center. We continue to collect 

non-perishable food items such as single-serving foods, canned vegetables and fruit, 
and canned proteins, and self-care items, such as tooth brushes, tooth paste, 
deodorants (Axe, Sure, Secret are brands young people seem to like), body wash, etc. 
Remember, these items go to young people and children. There is also a need for 
household items, such as dish soap, Spic & Span cleaner, Comet, Windex, toilet 
cleaner, garbage bags, and dishwasher soap – many of these are available at the 
Dollar Tree. Please consider adding one or two or a few of these items to your 
shopping list, and leave them in the red container at the Lodge. A BIG THANK-YOU 
TO ALL WHO HAVE DONATED! Donations seem to have eased off – but I want to 

remind you – THE NEED CONTINUES! - Thanks, Laurie 

Collection BarrelCollection BarrelCollection BarrelCollection Barrel    

Your Ad could be here…. Support your 
Elk O Gram by advertising in it! Your 
advertisement for your small business or 
profession can reach hundreds of Elks that 
are eager to support you...for supporting 
us! See Randy King for details and pricing. 
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2024-2025 Committees 

Thank you to those who helped fold the EOG for April! 
Remember, many hands make light work... 

Come down to the Lodge to celebrate your birth-
day! Present this coupon and have a free drink on 
us. (Coupon is good 2 days before your birthday, 
on your birthday, and 2 days after your birthday) 
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01- Christine Armitage 

       Eddy Muggy  
02 - Jean Leavitt 
       Elliot Schrage 

03 - Allen King  
04 - Eli Memming 

05 - Eric Ebeler 
08 - Walt Hayes 

09 - Mitch Becker 
10 - Rebekah Petersen 

       Colin Schumacher 
11 - Craig Rodenbaugh 

12 - Curtis Rohn 

13 - Wade Kendle 

14 - Randall Bergholz 

15 - Mark Long 

19 - Maureen Sadler 
21 - Juli Jergens 

       Randy Strope 

       Neil Stuthman 

22 - Larry Bratt 
       Sonny Lane 

26 - Ruth Arms         
28 - Bryan Reimers 

29 - Marvin Gooding 

Did you see something missing? Was there something you 
want to announce? Did you have an advertisement that you 

wanted to add? Do you have pictures from a recent Lodge ac-
tivity? Have suggestions or updates to share? 

Please! Contact the Editor at: Eog.lodge80@gmail.com with 
any tidbits you would like to see included in your Elk-O-Gram. 

Remember, if it’s important, let us know! 

Accident: Scott Schrage 
Activities: Harry Montag, PER 
Americanism: Vacant 
Auditing: Vacant  
Benevolence: Larry Bratt PER, PDDGER, 
PSP     
By-Laws Changes: Vacant 
Holiday Giving: Larry Schwindt, PER, PSP 
PDDGER 
Community Activities: Larry Bratt PER, 
PSP,PDDGER 
Drug Awareness: Harry Montag, PER 
Eagle Scouts: Randy King 
Elks Memorial Day: Larry Jurgens 
ENF: Larry Bratt PER, PSP, PDDGER 
Flag Day: Vacant 
Fraternal: Gerald Miles, PER 
Girl Scout Gold Award: Randy King 
Gov. Relations: Troy Pedersen, ER, PER 

Hide Program: Larry Jurgens 
Hoop Shoot: Harry Montag, PER 
Investigation: Larry Bratt PDDGER, PER, 
PSP 
Membership: Larry Schwindt PSP, PER, 
PDDGER 
PER Association: Larry Bratt, PER, 
PDDGER, PSP 
Public Relations: Harry Montag, PER 
Ritual: Larry Bratt PER, PDDGER, PSP 
Scholarship: Christian Biester, Bryan 
Reimers 
Standing Relief: Laurie Montag PER 
State Major Projects: Larry Schwindt PSP, 
PER, PDDGER  
Teen of the Year: Mary Ryan 
Veterans: Milt Schmidt 
Youth Activities: Laurie Montag PER 
Youth Football: Scott Schrage 

Elk-O-Gram Editor’s Note 

Articles Due:  

May 16 

Deadline is ALWAYS midnight of the Thursday after last 

meeting of the month! 

Articles can be sent to Maureen Sadler at: 

eog.lodge80@gmail.com 

All past issues, lodge information, and more can be seen at: www.elks80.org 

Created and managed by Webmaster Larry Klein 

Elk-O-Gram is a publication of Elks Lodge #80 Lincoln NE and is published 11 times a 

year. 

Lodge #80 wishes to extend its sympathies 
to Larry Pickering in the loss of his wife 
Kay; Sam Carter in the loss of his sisters. 

The members approved for the lodge to have 
our flagpoles painted and hardware replaced.  
 
Scott Schrage and the Trustees 

Notes from the Trustees 

A big shout out to our members who volunteered to work at the lodge in April to support our lounge, our 
dinners, room rentals, karaoke, newsletter, and other projects, and in general help make our lodge work. 
Thanks goes to those who served the lodge in April (with kudos to anyone we may inadvertently miss):  Lar-
ry Bratt PER; Ken Cohn; Diane Dannelly and Dave Nelson; Randy King; Harry Montag PER; Laurie Montag 
PER; Mary Ryan; Maureen Sadler; Milt and Linda Schmidt; Jody Schrage; Scott Schrage; Larry Schwindt 
PER, and Bob Sindlar. We want to say a hearty THANKS to all of the members and friends who helped 
sponsor and work the Fish Fry, as well as Oak Creek Florist for their donation of plants for the drawing.  

In Sympathy 

The House Committee met on April 17th, 2024. They (re) elected Randy 
King as their Secretary for the Fraternal year 2024-2025. 

Dinners for the Spring and Summer were discussed. Dates decided upon 
were May 4, June 15, July 20, August 10, and September 21st. Menus are 
still under consideration for some, sponsors are also still needed for some 
- if interested, please contact a member of the House Committee. It was 
noted that the August dinner would be sponsored by those with August 
birthdays! 

It was brought up that the NE Liquor Commission has implemented a new 
system, we are in the process of learning and updating our information for 
that so we’re in compliance. 

There was discussion had about our Bankshot machine and some chang-
es that the company that provides them is making, though the responsibili-
ties lie outside the Lodge, so we can continue as we have been. 

The next House meeting is scheduled for May 15 at 6pm. 

Randy and the House Minions 

House Committee 
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Another fun night of karaoke was had by 
all with plenty of winners playing the 

new “Funk You Up” bingo game! We gave away bar credits, gener-
ously donated by Heather Poysa, and four $10 gift cards to local 
restaurants using a little “Let’s Make A Deal” twist. We had one new 

singer who had never done karaoke before, and 
he did a great job, got his Jolly Corker T-Shirt. We 
are already looking forward to the next show on 
May  17th! Don’t forget to join us every 3rd Friday 
of the month for music, friends, good food (please 
bring something to share), great fun, and prizes!  
Don’t miss it! See you at the Jolly Cork! 

Karaoke at the Lodge 

The Elks Creed... 

The Lodge scholar-
ship winners for 
2024 are now post-

ed on our website, elks80.org. Click the link on the right to 
view them. The Juniors that high schools nominated for 
recognition will be posted on the first day of Elks Youth 
Week, Monday, May 6, 2024.  

    Scholarship Notes….Scholarship Notes….Scholarship Notes….Scholarship Notes….    

Believe in the goodness in thyself as well as others. 
 

Protect childhood with tenderness; Old age with respect; 
Cherish with reverence the memory of those who have 
passed. 
 

Observe faithfully the Golden Rule. 

Enjoy the good things of earth. Keep within thee the Glorious 
Sunshine of youth and remain always of good cheer. 

Did you know that back 
issues of Elk O Grams 
are being scanned and 

archived by our Lecturing Knight Bryan Leavitt? This is a tremendous 
undertaking, scanning and archiving some 50 years worth of newslet-
ters. Fascinating to read, and seeing faces and names of Elks we fondly 
remember. A huge Thank You to Bryan for his efforts. We will hopefully 
have these available on our Lodge 80 website, check elks80.org   You 
will need to sign in, as these are available for dues paying members 
(one of the perks of your membership!). Plus all current and recent Elk 
O Grams are already available, and in color! We have a great printer to 
be sure, but color makes a world of difference. Check it out! 

    Did you know...    
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Give to Lincoln Day 2024 
 

Event Overview 

Give to Lincoln Day is an event that encourages people to contribute to Lincoln and Lancaster County nonprofit organiza-
tions, and is coordinated by Lincoln Community Foundation, in partnership with local nonprofit organizations. Every dona-
tion made through Give to Lincoln Day makes a bigger impact, because nonprofits also get a proportional share of 
$650,000 in matching funds. 
 

Making a donation 

Online donations (the preferred method) can be made with a credit/debit card at www.givetolincoln.com from May 1 start-
ing at 12:00am, through May 30 at 11:59pm. Offline donations (checks) must be written to “Lincoln Community Founda-
tion” with the nonprofit name specified in the memo line, and mailed to the address below (postmarked by May 23): 

Lincoln Community Foundation 

215 Centennial Mall South, Suite 100 

Lincoln NE 68508 
 

Is there a minimum / maximum donation? 

The minimum donation on www.givetolincoln.com is $10. There is no maximum donation limit. Household gifts exceeding 
$10,000 per nonprofit will be eligible for match fund dollars up to $10,000, and any amount in excess of $10,000 will not 
be eligible for the match fund. 
 

What does all of this mean for the Lincoln Elks Lodge? 

The Elks scholarship fund is eligible to receive funds through the Give to Lincoln Day event. This is the seventh year we 
have participated in this event, and have increased our base scholarship fund each year. If you have ever wanted to give 
to the scholarship fund, now is the time. All contributions are tax deductible and your donation will be increased by the 
matching funds through the Lincoln Community Foundation. The Lincoln Elks Lodge makes a huge impact on the 

community with the scholarships that we give. We should be very proud that we can have an impact on so many young 
adults in our area. Any contributions that you make to the scholarship fund will help keep this program strong, and will 
ensure the viability of this program well into the future.  
 
To contribute, go to www.givetolincoln.com and search for Lincoln Elks Lodge #80 Charitable Fund Inc. There will 
also be a link on our web site elks80.org under the “Announcements” heading, which will direct you to the Give to Lin-
coln Day donation page. 

 

Larry Schwindt, PDDGER Nebraska East District, PSP Nebraska Elks Association. 



Visit www.elks.org/enf to see how you 
can make a difference. 

 

Online Donations: You can now   
support the ENF at any time of day 
from the convenience of your own 
home. To make your gift, go to 
www.elks.org/donate. 

Lodge 80 ‘25 goal: not yet announced. As of 4/17/24: $24.79  

Don’t forget to look for the member number in this issue. If you find yours, call the Lodge for your dinner ticket! 

Lincoln Elks Lodge No. 80 
5910 South 58th St. Ste A, Lincoln, NE 68516 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

Lodge Hours: Tues, Thurs 3-7, Fri 3-9, Sat 3-7  

Closed Sunday, Monday, and Wednesdays 

402.421.6363  www.elks80.org 
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