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 ANNUAL FIRST RESPONDERS DINNER COMING UP MAY 2ND 

Mark your calendar for Saturday May 2nd for our annual First Responders Recognition Dinner, 

sponsored by Doug Reinks 

LODGE FISH FRY 

CELEBRATION! 

 
Call to get your reservations for 

Saturday April 11th, the date of our 

annual Fish Fry! We will serve fried 

pollock, homemade baked beans, 

coleslaw, pickle spears, and rye 

bread. Dessert will be homemade 

brownies and ice cream.  Cocktails 

at 5:30 and Dinner at 6:30. $15/

person, sponsored by Friends of 

the Jolly Cork! 

 

Please RSVP by April 10th.  We 

can seat 100. 

Don’t forget, we will also have our 

raffle, and this one will also include 

some special items that will have a 

silent auction. The usual ticket 

raffle will apply to all other donated 

items.  

Have an item to donate? Bring it by 

the Lodge! Get together with a 

friend and make a gift basket, do-

nate craft items, homemade baked 

goods, or other items you’d like to 

see in a raffle you bid on! 

St. Pat’s Dinner Highlights  
Photos courtesy of Diane Dannelly and Dave Nelson 



 

 

KNIGHT’S CORNER 
 
Until a new Exalted Ruler is elected, 
the three Lodge Knights will alternate 
with a column in the Elk-o-Gram. 
 
The end of our last Lodge year and 
the beginning of the next have 
come with the month of April and 
we are in our 2026-27 year. Troy 
Pedersen served as our Exalted 
Ruler for two years and we all owe 
him a big thank you for his service.   
 
New officer positions can be found 
on page 4 of the newsletter. If you 
would be interested in serving as 
an officer, please contact the 
Lodge Secretary for details.  
 
Our annual Fish Fry Dinner will be 
on April 11th.  You don’t want to 
miss that, since it’s one of the most 
popular ones.  Please call the 
lodge asap for your reservation 
since seating is limited to the first 
100 who RSVP. 
 
On April 14th, we’re hosting our 
Beer and Burger Night, and later in 
the month, we’ll have the Veteran’s 
Coffee Haus at the Auld Center, 
and the Veteran’s Pantry at Victory 
Apartments.   
 
There are a number of other volun-
teer opportunities coming up for 
members who would like to help 
out in the community: Ken Cohn, 
Trustee, is organizing a Soccer 
Shoot for the month of June and 
would love to hear from you if you’d 
be interested in helping out.  In 
May, there’s another Meal Distribu-
tion for kids at the Belmont Com-
munity Center. Our First Respond-
ers Dinner will be held on May 2nd. 
 
The State Elks Convention will be 
at the end of this month in Kearney, 
with our officers participating in the 
Ritual Competition for the first time 
in a few years! Wish us luck!  
 
Happy April, Happy Spring, Happy 
Easter!  

 

-Mary  
Mary Ryan,  
Esteemed Loyal Knight 

 
Elk-O-Gram is a publication of Elks Lodge #80 Lincoln NE and is published  

11 times a year. 
 

Elk-O-Gram Editor’s Note 
May 2026 Articles Due: On or (preferably)  before April 18th 

 
Deadline is ALWAYS midnight of the Saturday after last meeting of the month! 

Articles can be sent to the  at: eog.lodge80@gmail.com 
 

All past issues, lodge information, and more can be seen at:  
www.elks80.org  Site created and managed by Webmaster Larry Klein 
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March was a good month for our membership numbers, as we initiated 

four new Elk members on March 4th.  Seated front left to right are Clark 

Pitchford, Barbara Brower, Nicole Tunnison and Morgan Bevan.  Clark 

was proposed for membership by his wife, Diane Pitchford (who just 

joined last year). Barbara was proposed for membership by Diane Dan-

nelly.  Morgan and Nicole were proposed for membership by Tami and 

Jim Nordman.   

Standing behind our new members are officers (L-R): Musician Wauneta 

Peterson, Esteemed Leading Night William (Doc) Jackson, Tiler Phil Pick-

ard, Esteemed Exalted Ruler Troy Pedersen, Esteemed Loyal Knight 

Tami Nordman, Esquire Heather Poysa, Inner Guard Mary Ryan, Es-

teemed Lecturing Knight Dave Shoff, and Chaplain Maureen Sadler. 

We all know people who are interested in serving their community, veter-

ans and children. Think of your family members, neighbors, colleagues, 

friends. Wouldn’t you love to see them join the Elks? Pick up a member-

ship application and talk to those folks today - it’s great for them, and 

great for the Lodge! 

NEW MEMBERS INITIATED  



 

 

 
SECRETARY’S  
CORNER 
 

Welcome to a 

nice, spanking-

new Elks lodge 

and fiscal year! As I write this, it is 

the hottest March 21
st
 on record. 

Let’s hope that isn’t a harbinger of 

things to come! 

Final notice letters went out to the 

six members that are still delin-

quent on this year’s dues: Katie 

Bohling, Ron Bonebright, Matthew 

Brody, Chad Gustin, Jennifer 

Hubbard, and Harry Malone. They 

all have a grace period of 60 days 

to re-join the lodge with only a 

vote of the members. If you know 

any of them, please encourage 

them to contact me about their 

membership. We really hate to 

lose members in this way. 

Don’t miss our annual Fish Fry on 

April 11 (reservations by April 9, 

please)!  

As always, please don’t hesitate 
to contact me if you have ques-
tions or need assistance with all 
things Elk. See you at the Lodge! 

—Laurie 

 
Laurie Montag   
secretary@elks80.org  
402.202.6673 by text or phone.  

Team Up Calendar:  
https://teamup.com/
ks72770fc1e574f762  
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HOW YOU CAN HELP YOUR LODGE 

We Can Do This is a program providing nutritious meal kits for children 
over the weekends when school lunch is not available. We have a collec-
tion barrel at the lodge, since the program also has a small pantry for fam-
ilies that is always in need of the food and hygiene items.   

Did you know that many low-income families are forced to adopt a vege-
tarian diet due to the price of animal proteins these days? Cans of chick-
en, tuna and ham, and other shelf-stable meats are helpful and easy to 
prepare. Please include these among the other shelf-stable items you 
bring to share with those less fortunate than us.  
 
Other things they always need: Toilet Paper, Dish Soap, Paper Towels, 
Cereal, Instant Potatoes, Mac & Cheese, Canned Fruit, Canned Vegeta-
bles (with pull tabs if possible), Knorr (or store brand) noodles/rice, and 
Ramen.  These items help the kids and their families help themselves. 
What doesn’t get used right away goes into a pantry for kids and their 
families.   
 
The Veteran’s Pantry is a monthly outreach program at Victory Park 
apartments on the VA campus, which serves veterans who have been or 
are at risk of being homeless.  These former service members live on lim-
ited incomes and every bit helps to stretch their food budgets. Milt 
Schmidt spearheads this effort.  

Recent needs at the pantry include paper towels, toilet paper, laundry 
soap pods, instant (water needed only) mac and cheese, canned vegeta-
bles, tuna, canned chicken, breakfast cereal and shelf stable items.   

Mainly, the pantry needs volunteers to help set up, distribute, and take 
down the afternoon of the last Tuesday each month.  

Youth Soccer Shoot:  Ken Cohn is organizing the Elks Youth Soccer 
Shoot, scheduled to take place this June at Tierra Park on South 27th 
Street in Lincoln, just south of Highway 2. We have the sporting equip-
ment but could use donations of snack foods like granola bars, fresh fruit, 
and other healthy snacks when we get closer to the event. Ken will have 
more details in the May newsletter—all hands on deck would be appreci-
ated to help organize on the day, and to cheer on the participants.   

And simplest of all: Come to the dinners each month. Donate a little 
something to the raffle (even a $15 family size package of pub mix, home-
made baked goods, some golf tees and balls, or whatever your skilled 
craft produces).  Come to Beer and Burger Nite.  And come to meetings!  
It’s not a lot of effort to be involved and it’s good for everyone.  We love to 
see you! 
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2026-2027 ELKS  
LODGE #80 OFFICERS 

 
Exalted Ruler 

Vacant 
Leading Knight 

David Shoff 
Loyal Knight 

Mary Ryan 
Lecturing Knight 

Tami Nordman 
Esquire 

Heather Poysa 
Inner Guard 
Phil Pickard 

Tiler 
Rev. Dr. William Jackson 

Secretary 
Laurie Montag PER 

Treasurer 
Jody Schrage 

Chaplain 
Maureen Sadler 
Trustee 1 Year 

Harry Montag, PER  
Trustee 2 Year 
Scott Schrage 

Trustee 3 Year 
Ken Cohn  

Trustee 4 Year 
Milt Schmidt 

Trustee 5 Year 
Troy Pedersen  

Presiding Justice 
Amy Jacobsen, PER 

Organist  
Wauneta Peterson 

 

Trustees 
Scott Schrage 
Harry Montag 
Milt Schmidt 

Troy Pedersen 
Ken Cohn 

 

KARAOKE AT THE LODGE  
 

Our next karaoke night will be Friday, April 17th starting 
at 6:00 p.m. at the Jolly Corks Pub! Join us to sing or 
watch, visit and get caught up. You don’t have to well to 
get up and belt out a tune or two—Heck, you don’t need 
to sing at all if you just 15787  want to come out for the 
fun, fellowship, and prizes. Bring your smile and some 
snacks to share with everyone else!  It’s always a good 
time. 

ELKS  NATIONAL FOUNDATION (ENF)  

CURRENT STATISTICS: 
Lodge 80 ‘25 goal: $5.25 per person.  

As of 03/22/26 - $21.15—we are second in the state!! Way to go,  Lodge 80. 
Let’s keep it going to pass Grand Island for #1!   

 

Visit www.elks.org/enf to see how you can make a difference.   
 
Online Donations: You can now support the ENF at any time of day from 
the convenience of your own home. To make your gift, go to 
www.elks.org/donate. 

BEER AND BURGER NIGHT  

American Legion meets at our Lodge and during their 
meeting on the second Tuesday of the month, we host a 
beer and burger meal from 6pm to 7pm, serving Legion 
members and Elks all together.  We’d love to see more 
of our members at the dinners!  Our next Burger Night 
will be on Tuesday April 14th. 

Freshly made burgers, hand cut French fries, homemade 
baked beans and coleslaw are served, all  for WAY less 
than you would spend on a fast food meal (and it tastes 
much better!).  Join us, visit with your fellow Elks, and 
grab a drink at the bar.   If you’d like to help cook and/or 
serve, talk to Harry Montag for more details—it’s a fun 
evening all around! 

 
 
 
 
 

JOLLY CORKS PUB  
 

Come on in for fun 
and fellowship!  

 
OPEN HOURS:  

TUES & THURS 3 - 7  
FRI 3 - 9, SAT 3- 7  

NO FOOD SERVICE AVAILABLE. 

CLOSED SUNDAY, 
MONDAY, WEDNESDAY.  

 
BE JOLLY!  

Have a beverage and 
support your Lodge. 

 

Mary Ryan    
402-499-6881 

Property Value Evaluation 
Listing Consultation 
Marketing Strategy 

Home Staging 
Buyer Representation 

Skilled Negotiation  
 

Mary Ryan - Your Realtor and  
Your Friend in the Business 

Don’t Make a Move Without Mary! 
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2025-2026  

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

Accident: Scott Schrage 

Activities: Harry Montag, DD, PER  

Americanism: Vacant 

Auditing: Vacant  

Benevolence:  

Larry Bratt PER, PDDGER, PSP     

By-Laws Changes: Vacant 

Holiday Giving:  

Larry Schwindt, PER, PSP PDDGER 

Children’s Meal Distribution: 

Mary Ryan 

Community Activities:  

Larry Bratt PER, PSP, PDDGER 

Drug Awareness:  

Harry Montag, DD, PER 

Elks Memorial Day: Larry Jurgens 

Elks National Foundation (ENF):  

Larry Bratt PER, PSP, PDDGER 

Flag Day: Vacant 

Fraternal:  Gerald Miles, PER 

Scouting Awards: Dave Schoff 

Gov. Relations:  

Troy Pedersen, ER, PER 

Hide Program: Larry Jurgens 

Hoop Shoot: Harry Montag, DD, 

PER 

Investigation:  

Larry Bratt PDDGER, PER, PSP  

Lapsation: Harry Montag, DD, PER 

Membership:  

Larry Schwindt PSP, PER, PDDGER 

PER Association:  

Larry Bratt, PER, PDDGER, PSP 

Public Relations:  

Harry Montag, DD, PER 

Ritual:  

Larry Bratt PER, PDDGER, PSP 

Scholarship:  

Christian Biester, Bryan Reimers 

Standing Relief: Laurie Montag PER 

State Major Projects:  

Larry Schwindt PSP, PER, PDDGER  

Teen of the Year: Mary Ryan 

Veterans: Milt Schmidt 

Youth Activities: Laurie Montag 

PER 

NOTE: Secretary Laurie Montag if 

you are interested in serving on any 

of the committees or would consider 

filling a vacant committee chair posi-

tion. 

Note: Many committee reports dispensed with in March due to Initiation at March 4 meeting. 

 

Americanism: No report.  

Boy Scouts: No report 

Children’s Weekend Meals: May 30th our next weekend to work, volunteers needed.  

Drug Awareness: No report 

Girl Scouts: No report. 

Hide Program: No report 

Hoop Shoot: No report 

House Committee: We are in need of sponsors for the June, July, August and Sep-

tember dinners. Members encouraged to consider sponsoring - currently the sponsor-

ship cost is $450, which members could pool among several to share the cost.  This 

helps the Lodge immensely!  

ENF: $20.98 as of March 18th per capita. We are currently 2nd in the state, behind  

Grand Island. 

Membership: 226 Members, 2 candidates, 6 delinquent members. Larry Schwindt said 

that Laurie Montag was doing a great job contacting the delinquent members. 

Lincoln Youth Football: No report  

Scholarship: No report 

Youth Activities: Teen of the Year planned for March 28th with 48 youth to be hon-

ored. Junior Recognition will again be done this year.  Final arrangements made for 

Teen of the Year awards including refreshments ordered.  

Social Community Welfare: No report. 

Veterans Committee: Pantry for Victory Apartments is ongoing, see Milt Schmidt for  

information. Veterans Pantry was March 31st (typo on the calendar for the date in the 

EOG), and the next will be the last Tuesday in April on the 28th. Let Milt know if you 

would like to help. Veteran’s Buddy Program also took place in February, in addition to 

monthly CoffeeHaus events at the Auld Pavilion in Lincoln.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS FROM MARCH 

NOTES FROM THE TRUSTEES 
 

The Trustees presented the 2026-2027 Lodge budget, and we 

made a motion to approve the budget. After discussion the mem-

bers voted to approve the budget, thank you. 

We had a special guest at our meeting who talked about sup-

porting the Lincoln Hockey Association. We were presented with 

4 options on how we can support the Lincoln youth with this event. We will need to talk 

to the league about how we can help and gather some more information before we 

can move on with this. Troy gave us an update from what he learned at the Leadership 

Training meeting which was in Kearney.  Thank you for the update. 

We had an request from "We Can do this" to help with funding for underprivileged 

youth. The needs are meals and personal care items. After discussion the Trustees 

will make a motion at the next meeting to donate $1500 which will come from the spe-

cial request budget. 

We want to thank Jen Giese for the 5 years she has served on the Trustees. Her term 

ran out and Troy Pedersen has been elected to fill her position. 

Remember to support the Lodge by attending Dinners, Beer and Burger, Karaoke, and 

other Lodge events.                                           
                                                       The Trustees - Scott, Harry, Jen, Milt, and Ken  
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OUR MEMBERS 
 

Sickness & Distress:  
Tom Ferneau, Sonny Lane, Maggie Schu-

macher, Wm Jackson 
 

Deaths:  
none 

 

Proposed for  
Membership:  

Sam Shoff, proposed by Dave Shoff  
  

Awaiting Initiation:  
Jeffre Mann 

 

Members Initiated:  
Clark Pitchford, Barbara Brower, Nicole 

Tunnison, Morgan J. Bevan II 
 

MEMBERSHIP  
DRAWING  

      
Attendance drawing is still at $250! March 
4th Winner drawn was Randy Strope , who 
was not present. March 18th winner drawn 
was Bruce Schwenke, who also was not 

present.   
 

You have to be at the meeting to win. The 
next drawing will be $250 and continue at 

that amount until someone wins.   
 

     We also have a raffle at every meeting. 
The raffle on March 4 was for $16 and was 

won by Margan Bevan.  On Feb 18, $12 
was won by Steven Fowles! 

 
SECRET NUMBER: 

The secret membership number in the 
March issue belonged to James Smith. 

Don’t forget to look for your number in this 
month’s issue! 

 

Upcoming meetings: 

APRIL 1ST @ 7PM 

APRIL 15TH @ 7PM 

 

 

  2  William Bray 

12 Scott Schrage 

13 Harry Montag 

15 Amy Jacobsen 

16  Tom Roper 

21  Justin White 

22  Dennis Smith 

24  Wesley Durst 

25  Kevin Sadler 

27  Larry Klein 

28  Angela Ehlers 

29  Walter Dondlinger 

    29 Jim Nordman 

JOLLY CORK BIRTHDAY 
TICKET 

Come down to the Lodge 
to celebrate your birthday!  
Present this coupon and 
have a free drink on us.  

 

(Coupon is good 2 days be-
fore your birthday, on your 
birthday, and 2 days after 

your birthday.) 

MARCH LODGE MEETING HIGHLIGHTS  

New member initiation:  On March 4th, four new members were initiated 
with ritual and introductions. Remember your initiation? The ritual is im-
pressive and new members are always fun to meet. 
Karaoke cancelled in February: Ken Cohn related that in February, Kar-
aoke was cancelled due to the snowstorm that shut down Lincoln for 24 
hours.  
Budgets Approved: Copies of the 2026-27 Lodge Budget were distribut-
ed on March 4th and approved through voting by those at the meeting on 
March 18th. 
New Officers Elected and Appointed: Past ER Harry Montag presided 
over election items; nominations were received for open positions for Ex-
alted Ruler (no nominations; tabled to next meeting); Leading Knight 
(Dave Shoff nominated and elected); Loyal Knight (Mary Ryan nominated 
and elected). February saw nomination and election of Tami Nordman to 
Esteemed Lecturing Knight.  Further officer positions were appointments 
of Philip Pickard to the position of Inner Guard and William Jackson to the 
position of Tiler.   
 
FELLOW MEMBERS: Can you commit to attending at least 2 meet-
ings a year?  
 
Meetings are the first and third Wednesdays of the month. Membership 
drawings and raffles mean it literally PAYS to attend! We also want to see 
you there because meetings are where members vote and decisions are 
made—you don’t have to be an officer. All members have a voice!  
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WE CAN DO THIS – Pack and distribute weekend meal kits for kids. Some children go 

hungry on the weekends because school lunch is their only meal of the day.  This pro-

gram offers nutrition when school lunch isn’t available. Lodge #80 serves on the fifth 

Sunday of months with five weekends. Belmont Community Center, May 31st at 

11:00a.m. Contact Chairperson Mary Ryan, 402.499.6881 

VETS’ PANTRY – help distribute food and hygiene products to veterans. Always the 

last Tuesday of the month at Victory Apartments near 70th/O. 3pm. We always need 

extra hands to distribute food and household item, or donations as well. Contact Chair-

person Milt Schmidt, 402.489.7903.  

MONTHLY DINNERS – Our dinners are a volunteer activity that serves the lodge. 

Have a favorite recipe you’d like to share with others? Food preparation (an easily-

obtainable food handler’s permit is required for preparation), serving and cleaning up 

are all part of the fun. Time spent working together helps folks to meet new friends at 

the lodge. Call Harry Montag, 402.990.7199. 

BEER AND BURGER NITE - Second Tuesday of every month, we need extra hands 

for prep and serving! Call Harry Montag, 402.990.7199 

 

CHRISTMAS GIVING PROJECT – (November and December) Larry Schwindt 

402.416.5239 
 

SCOUTING –  Dave Shoff 402. 937.8745  

SOCCER SHOOT – Ken Cohn 402.310.8526 

And simplest of all: Come to the dinners each month. Donate a little some-
thing to the raffle (even a $10 family size package of pub mix, homemade 
bread, golf tees and balls, or whatever your skilled craft produces).  Come to 
Beer and Burger Nite.  And come to the meetings a few times a year.  We 
have many activities you can help with! If you have an activity you think 
would be a good fit for the Elks, come to a meeting and let us know. 

UPCOMING VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

A big shout out to our mem-
bers who volunteered to work 
at the lodge in March to sup-
port our lounge, our dinners, 

room rentals, karaoke, news-
letter, and other projects, and 

in general help make our 
lodge work: (with kudos to 

anyone we may inadvertently 
miss):  Larry Bratt PER; Ken 

Cohn; Diane Dannelly and 
Dave Nelson; Todd McCain; 

Harry Montag PER; Laurie 
Montag PER; Jim and Tami 

Nordman; Troy Pedersen ER/
PER; Mary Ryan; Milt and 
Linda Schmidt; Scott and 

Jody Schrage; Larry Schwindt 
PER; and Bob Sindlar. Big 

thanks go to Mitch Becker for 
sponsoring our delicious St 

Paddy’s Day dinner.   
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Elks Member Fact Scavenger Hunt:  

Get your answers by visiting with other members at dinners, meetings, or volunteer events!  
Present this completed form to your Elk-o-Gram Editor (Mary Ryan 402-499-6881) and she’ll 

treat you to a beverage from the Jolly Cork!  (note: same member cannot appear in more 
than one answer!) 

1. A member who just returned this year from a week or more on vacation 
___________________________________________ 

2. A member who has served in the military overseas  
__________________________ 

3. A member who had a funny nickname as a child (include the nickname) 
______________________________________________ 

4. A member who grew up more than 200 miles from Lincoln  
______________________________________________ 

5. A member who has been to more than 5 foreign countries  
______________________________________ 

6. A member who has been a school teacher ______________________________ 

7. A member fluent in two ore more languages _____________________________ 

8. A member who has sewn an item of their own clothing at least once 
___________________________________________ 

9. A member who has driven across the country 
____________________________________________ 

10. A member who still shines their own shoes ______________________________ 

 DOES  
DISPATCH 

Lincoln Drove #4 
wishes to extend 

our thanks to Exalted Ruler 
Troy Pedersen for his dedica-
tion to the Elks and DOES this 
past year. The DOES appreci-
ate the support he has given 
during his tenure. We wish you 
the best as you continue your 
work with the Elks. 
 
Fund-raising ideas are flowing; 
with a couple of opportunities 
we hope to get underway in 
the next month. We'll discuss 
these at our meeting to iron 
out the details. As we know 
more, an email will be sent to 
Members to keep them in-
formed and help support the 
Drove.    
 Best to all,   

 —Vicki  

 President Vicki Logan 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

29 

 

30 31 Pitch 3p 

Does 6p 

Veterans Pantry 

@Victory Apts 3-5p 

1 House 6p 

Lodge Meeting - 7p 

OFFICER  

INSTALLATION  

2 3 4 

5 6 

 

7 

Pitch 3p 

8 

Room Rented 

Corvette Club 6p 

9 10 11 

Fish Fry Dinner! 

530 Social 

630 Dinner 

12 13 14  

Pitch 3p 

Burger Night 6p 

Am. Legion 7p  

Am Legion Aux 7p 

15 

Lodge Meeting 7p 

16 17 

Veteran’s 

Coffehaus @ Auld 

Pavilion 10a 

Karaoke 6p 

18 

19 

 

20 

Trustees 6p 

21 

Pitch 3p 

American Legion 

Potluck 7p 

22 23 24 

 

Elks State Con-

vention in 

Kearney, April 24

25 

 

Elks State Conven-

tion in Kearney, 

April 24-26 

26 

 

Elks State Conven-

tion in Kearney, 

April 24-26 

27 28 

Pitch 3p 

Does 6p 

Veterans Pantry 

@Victory Apts 3-5p 

29 

Lodge Room Rented 

30 1 2 

 

First Responders 

Dinner 

LINCOLN ELKS LODGE #80 
5910 South 58th Street Suite A 

Lincoln NE 68516 
 

Phone: 402-421-6363 

www.elks80.org 

 

LODGE HOURS : Tues, Thurs 3-7p; Fri 3-9p, Sat 3-7p 

Closed Sunday, Monday, Wednesday  

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 
NON-PROFIT 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

Lincoln, NE 

PERMIT No. 10 

Hidden Number:  
March’s hidden number 
was James Smith! Look 

closely in this issue; if you 
spot your membership 
number, you get a free 

meal at our next monthly 
dinner! 


